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The Event was aimed at dissemination and discussion of the European Commission (EC) proposal with regards to standard VAT return. In the first speech Mr. Viliam Páleník, European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) presented motivations of the EC behind the proposal and current legislative status. It was emphasized that this proposal would positively affect the functioning of EU market and cut the red tape. In the last part of Mr. Páleníks’ presentation was drawn picture on functioning of EESC, its role, structure, and way which EESC work is conducted. In the following presentation Mr. Ivan Lichner, Institute of Economic Research, Slovak Academy Sciences (expert for EESC opinion ECO 358 on Council proposal of standard VAT return) presented technical details of the proposal and highlighted possible difficulties and complexity of the matter.  

The panel discussants included Eva Drozdova, Slovak Association of Small Businesses, Daniel Purgel, Slovak Association of Corporate Financiers, Rudolf Marec, Slovak Chamber of Tax Advisors and Martin Kohutik, Revenue Office of Slovak Republic. All of the panellist were very interested in topic presented and actively discussed and raised several issues. Small businesses welcomed the proposal specifically the fact that will lead to cutting the red tape. Tax advisors and corporate financiers raised the issue of the omitting standardization of the deadlines that will still leave large differences between Member States and also increased costs on inevitable changes of accounting systems were broadly criticized. Revenue Office representative was critical to several articles of the proposal specifically: threshold for quarterly payments (2. mil. of EUR), abolition of interim-payments and cancelation of possibility to request additional information from taxable persons.

